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Micro-organisms classified as Hazard Category 3, as well as several currently placed in Hazard Group 2 (such as Clostridium botulinum), pose a risk of infection to laboratory workers handling them. It is incumbent on culture collections supplying such organisms to establish control measures to ensure, as far as is practicable, that such pathogens are supplied only to laboratories with both adequate facilities and appropriately trained staff. Such measures designed to protect the laboratory worker may include the provision of Conditions of Supply, the maintenance of registers of signatures of persons authorised to receive hazardous pathogens and the provision of Hazard Data Sheets.





Some organisms, although posing no infectious threat to man (such as Mycoplasma mycoides), are particularly infectious to livestock. In order to protect farm animals, many countries will have controls on the import of such organisms and a system of licensing both suppliers and recipients.





 Many countries have taken seriously the threat of both biological warfare and bioterrorism. Controls will be in place to ensure that organisms particularly hazardous to man (such as Bacillus anthracis), do not fall into the hands of those who might attempt to develop their use as weapons. Such controls may include the necessity for obtaining an export licence, applications for which will be vetted by referees having knowledge of the political and military situations of the country concerned.





All organisms assigned to Hazard Categories 2 and 3 are classified as dangerous goods and when supplied must be packaged and transported appropriately. For air transport, the International Air Transport Authority regulations specify the standard of packaging (602) which must be used. Air transport is frequently used also for national transport. There are therefore moves to introduce packaging to the 602 standard for the conveyance not only of Hazard Category 2 and 3 organisms but also diagnostic specimens which might contain organisms falling into those categories.





