Enhancing the Security of Dangerous Pathogens

A workshop to be held at the Cooperative Monitoring Center

Sandia National Laboratories

Albuquerque, NM

October 15-18, 2000

Description

Sandia National Laboratories’ Cooperative Monitoring Center will host a workshop to consider how technical monitoring could enhance biosecurity in the former Soviet Union.  Specifically, the workshop will bring approximately 40 international experts to Albuquerque, NM for three days of meetings to evaluate technical systems solutions for securing pathogen collections at maximum containment facilities, agricultural centers and research institutes in Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine and Georgia.  

The purpose of this workshop is to encourage operators of institutes that possess dangerous pathogens to develop technical capabilities to improve the physical security of their facilities and the protection, control and accounting of their collections.  The workshop will stress that such technical monitoring steps can reduce the international bioterrorism threat and the risks to public health, as well as strengthen operational efficiencies and economic opportunities for the institutes themselves.

One of the primary aims of this workshop is to provide an opportunity to explore how technical security monitoring systems – software, equipment, procedures, etc. – can be integrated into a working laboratory setting.  In addition to considering what kinds of physical-security, monitoring and accounting technologies can be deployed, this workshop will address how to plan, coordinate, procure, install and operate these integrated technical systems in a unique facility. 

It is also hoped that the workshop will promote agreement on practical methods for securing pathogen facilities in the former Soviet Union.  Consensus on technical monitoring models could facilitate the U.S. Government’s efforts to augment the security of pathogen facilities and collections in Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine and Georgia and elsewhere.

A draft workshop agenda is attached.  

Workshop Sponsors

· U.S. Department of Defense, Defense Threat Reduction Agency, Cooperative Threat Reduction Program
· U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service

Sandia Point of Contact

Reynolds M. Salerno, Ph.D.

Senior Member of the Technical Staff

Cooperative Monitoring Center

International Security Center

Sandia National Laboratories

PO Box 5800 

Albuquerque, NM 87185-1373

Tel:  505-844-8971

Fax:  505-284-5055

Email:  rmsaler@sandia.gov
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